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1. Why sign up for the bicycle?

Different motivations for cycling measures
in the time of the pandemic



Transport

Lower occupancy in public 
transport

Lower income from tickets

Cycling is:

• Space-efficient

• Cost-efficient
• 1 bicycle-km saves 1 euro in 

comparison to car/bus



Health

Regular physical activity critical
for health

• Physical health

• Mental health

• Coexisting conditions

Shortage of areas for
recreation

Lower air/noise pollution
because of lockdown



Economy

Shops, shopping streets, 
markets:

• Limits inside shops, place for
waiting outside or outdoor 
shopping

Gastronomy
• Outdoor cafes, terraces

Tourism
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2. Case study: Brussels

Changes in traffic organisation on around 100 km of streets



2020.03.19 – closure for cars Bois de la Cambre/Ter Kamerenbos



40(+10) km cycle lanes and tracks 
(region)

Traffic calming and reduction
(municipalities) 



April: Rue de la Loi



July: E40



September (2nd package): along M1



Woluwe Parc



Parking restrictions + filtered permeability: Avenue de Gaulle



Filtered permeability: Av. de Gaulle



Traffic calming: Kuregem



Space for gastronomy: Rue Saint-Boniface 



Forest/Vorst: summer “play streets”
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Brussels 
2020 vs 2019:

+64% cycle traffic

-20% car traffic

-40% public transport

Opinion on the measures

65% - positive

17% - negative

(VIAS survey on a representative sample)
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3. Wider picture

Other measures, impact studies
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Impact of provisional infrastructure

Cycling increased 
+11% to +48%
in comparison to cities 
that did not do anything

https://www.pnas.org/content/
118/15/e2024399118

https://www.pnas.org/content/118/15/e2024399118
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Other measures

• Subsidies for bicycle purchase and repair 
(France, Italy, Luxembourg, Portugal, 
Spain, Switzerland, UK…) 

• In particular e- and cargo bikes

• Free bicycle transport (Belgium, Denmark)

• Lower speed limits (UK, Spain, Belgium, 
France…)
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#RestartCycleTourism 2020 vs 2019

• France: +31% cycle traffic on EuroVelo

• Hungary: +15-100% depending on the route

• Belgium: +59% train + bike trips

• Netherlands: +74% downloads of GPS 
tracks of cycle routes

• EuroVelo.com: +110% visitors 
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4. From temporary to permanent

What after the pandemic?
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Legislative changes

Italy – introduction of new forms of 
cycling infrastructure:

• cycle lanes

• advanced stop lines

• cycle streets

• school streets

• …
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Recovery and Resilience Facility

• €673 billion available

• 37% of expenditure for climate objectives 
• cycling infrastructure investments 100% contributing to these objectives 

• “Bike lanes are exactly the kinds of investments we want to see 
through the Recovery and Resilience Facility."

• Céline Gauer, Head of the Recovery and Resilience Task Force
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R&R National Plans – frontrunners

• Belgium: €473 million 
• + co-funding at lower levels

• mostly cycle highways

• Slovakia: €100 million
• 200 km of urban cycle tracks

• Romania: €120 million
• “Romania Velo” – 3,000 km

Deadline: 30 April 2021



www.ecf.comECF gratefully acknowledges financial support 

from the LIFE Programme of the European Union

ECF gratefully acknowledges financial support from the 

cycling industry via Cycling Industries Europe

Regional funds for cycling investments

• 2007–2013: €700 mln

• 2014–2020: €2 billion

• 2021–2027: €6 billion?

• ecf.com/eu-funds-cycling

https://www.ecf.com/eu-funds-cycling
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Thank you for you attention!

• COVID-19 cycling measures: ecf.com/dashboard

• UE funds for cycling: ecf.com/eu-funds-cycling

Aleksander Buczyński, a.buczynski@ecf.com

https://ecf.com/dashboard
https://www.ecf.com/eu-funds-cycling

