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1. Why sign up for the bicycle?

Different motivations for cycling measures
in the time of the pandemic



Transport

Loweroccupancyin public 
transport

Lowerincomefrom tickets

Cyclingis:

ÅSpace-efficient

ÅCost-efficient
Å1 bicycle-km saves1 euro in 

comparisonto car/bus



Health

Regularphysicalactivitycritical
for health
ÅPhysicalhealth

ÅMental health

ÅCoexistingconditions

Shortageof areasfor
recreation

Lowerair/noisepollution
becauseof lockdown



Economy

Shops, shopping streets, 
markets:
ÅLimitsinsideshops, placefor

waitingoutsideor outdoor 
shopping

Gastronomy
ÅOutdoor cafes, terraces

Tourism
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2. Case study: Brussels

Changes in traffic organisation on around 100 km of streets



2020.03.19 ςclosurefor carsBois de la Cambre/Ter Kamerenbos



40(+10) km cyclelanesandtracks 
(region)

Traffic calmingandreduction
(municipalities) 



April: Rue de la Loi



July: E40



September (2nd package): alongM1



WoluweParc



Parking restrictions + filtered permeability: Avenue de Gaulle



Filtered permeability: Av. de Gaulle



Traffic calming: Kuregem



Space for gastronomy: Rue Saint-Boniface 



Forest/Vorst: summerάplaystreetsέ
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Brussels 
2020 vs 2019:

+64% cycle traffic

-20% car traffic

-40% public transport

Opinion on the measures

65% - positive

17% - negative

(VIAS survey on a representative sample)
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3. Wider picture

Other measures, impact studies
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Impact of provisional infrastructure

Cycling increased 
+11% to +48%
in comparison to cities 
that did not do anything

https://www.pnas.org/content/
118/15/e2024399118

https://www.pnas.org/content/118/15/e2024399118
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Other measures

ÅSubsidies for bicycle purchase and repair 
(France, Italy, Luxembourg, Portugal, 
Spain, Switzerland, UKé) 
ÅIn particular e- and cargo bikes

ÅFree bicycle transport (Belgium, Denmark)

ÅLower speed limits (UK, Spain, Belgium, 
Franceé)


