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Public Space Office

established 2013

13 architects
 
     designing public spaces
 
     mediation of interdisciplinary dialogue
 
     project management
 
     organizing competitions 
      
     education (lectures, consultations etc.) 



Holistic approach to development of the public space



Holistic approach to development of the public space

Rising awarness +  Metodics + Pilot projects



What is the quality of the public space?



Liveability comfort

HealthSafety AccessibilityHuman scale

Freedom of choice Identity

Key attributes of high-quality public space



Legal framework

— Strategic plan

— UNESCO Management plan

— Regional development policy

— Land use plan

— Building Code



Prague Public Space Design Manual

www.iprpraha.cz/manual



New York
www.nyc.gov/dot

Street
Design
Manual

New York City 
Department of Transportation

2009 United States

Design 

Street

Urban 

Guide

National Association of City Transportation Offi cials

Great BritainBern

Stadt Bern

Handbuch
Planen und Bauen im
öffentlichen Raum

Zürich

London
Transport for London

Streetscape Guidance 2009: Executive Summary
A guide to better London Streets

Analyse different manuals

www.iprpraha.cz/manual



Tram/bus signposts
•	 Tram (Public Transport):  

DP Praha, a. s.
•	 Bus (Public transport):  

DP Praha, a. s. (at stops with 
at least one line operated 
by DP Praha, a. s.) or TSK 
(at other stops) or MČ 
(temporarily before handing 
management over to TSK)

Overhead lines
•	 DP Praha, a. s.

Trees and vegetation
•	 Street trees: TSK
•	 Parks: MZO MHMP 

(manager: Lesy hl. 
m. Prahy)

•	 MČ

Waste containers and 
bins other than at 
public transit stops
•	 TSK
•	 MČ
•	 MHMP
•	 Parks: MZO MHMP 

(manager: Lesy hl. 
m. Prahy)

Sidewalks
•	 MČ (manager:  

MČ or TSK) 
•	 MHMP (manager: 

TSK)

Advertising
•	 Private ownership 

and management 
(regulated by 
local government)

Street lighting
•	 MHMP  

(manager: ELTODO  
CITELUM, s.r.o.)

Traffic lights
•	 TSK (manager: 

ELTODO, a.s.)

Posts and poles
•	 Overhead line poles: 

DP Praha, a. s.
•	 Lampposts: ELTODO 

CITELUM, s.r.o.
•	 Combined: DP Praha, 

a. s. + ELTODO 
CITELUM, s.r.o.

Transport and technical 
infrastructure columns 
and boxes
•	 High voltage:  

PRE distribuce, a. s.
•	 Street lighting: ELTODO 

CITELUM, s.r.o.
•	 Traffic light  

controllers: TSK
•	 Tram control systems: 

DP Praha, a. s. – Trams
•	 Main gas shut-off 

valves: Pražská 
plynárenská, a. s.

•	 Telephone network 
controllers: 02 Czech 
Republic, a. s.

Shelters
•	 JCDecaux
•	 DP Praha, a. s.
•	 MČ

Boarding islands or  
bulbs (capes), tram 
platforms
•	 Tram stop platforms: 

DP Praha, a. s.
•	 Roadway managers 

(TSK, MČ, ŘSD)

Tramway structures
•	 DP Praha, a. s. 

Sewerage and  
water mains
•	 PVS (network)
•	 PVK (service – 

distribution)

Sidewalk cafes
•	 Private tenants
•	 Leased by MČ
•	 Leased by TSK

Street furniture
•	 MČ
•	 Private entities

Hot water mains
•	 Pražská  

teplárenská, a. s.

Cables 
•	 Low tension: PRE 

distribuce, a. s.
•	 Signalling and 

data: various 
administrators

Gas mains 
•	 Pražská plynárenská, a. s.

Railings at stops
•	 DP Praha, a. s. 

Benches outside 
shelters
•	 DP Praha, a. s. 

Roadways
•	 Motorways: ŘSD
•	 Selected local road 

networks: MHMP 
(manager: TSK)

•	 Other roads: MČ 
(manager: TSK or 
MČ) 

www.iprpraha.cz/manual



General Public (advocates)

City Boroughs (57!)
City Authorities

Private Investors

Who is the Manual intended for?



Initiatory,  
not only regulatory

General,  
not site-specific

Details and amenities,  
not urban planning

Deffinition of the thematic scope

www.iprpraha.cz/manual
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Streetscapes
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SHARED  SPACE

QUIET  AND  TRAFFIC 
CALMED  STREETS

IMPORTANT  TRAFFIC 
CALMED  STREETS

STREETS  WITH HEAVY  
MOTOR VEHICLE  TRAFFIC
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Streetscapes
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Pedestrian space

Tram and bus stops

Intersections Roadways 

Stormwater management

Parking

Cycling infrastructure

Parts of public space

www.iprpraha.cz/manual



Walkways

www.iprpraha.cz/manual



Intersections and crossings

www.iprpraha.cz/manual



Materials  
and 

surfaces

Outdoor 
advertising

Structures to facilitate 
movement and access

Street lighting

Street 
furniture

Trees and 
vegetation

Art in public 
space

Service buildings 
and facilities 

Transport elements and 
technical infrastructure

Ellements

www.iprpraha.cz/manual



Charles square, Prague

{before}



Charles square, Prague

{after}



Street furniture

www.iprpraha.cz/manual



Trees and vegetation

www.iprpraha.cz/manual



Aplication of design manual rules

www.iprpraha.cz/vinohradska



Vinohradská street

{before} {after}

www.iprpraha.cz/vinohradska



Prague chairs & tables

www.iprpraha.cz/zidle

#prazskezidle



www.iprpraha.cz/zidle

#prazskezidle



www.iprpraha.cz/zidle

#prazskezidle



The cultural district

www.iprpraha.cz/okolinarodnihomuzea





The cultural district

www.iprpraha.cz/okolinarodnihomuzea



The cultural district

www.iprpraha.cz/okolinarodnihomuzea



The cultural district

www.iprpraha.cz/okolinarodnihomuzea



The cultural district

www.iprpraha.cz/okolinarodnihomuzea



The cultural district

www.iprpraha.cz/okolinarodnihomuzea



The cultural district

www.iprpraha.cz/okolinarodnihomuzea



Competitive dialogue for revitalisation of Charles square

www.iprpraha.cz/karlovonamesti



Competitive dialogue for revitalisation of Charles square

pilot contract among IPR Prague and Investment department

www.iprpraha.cz/karlovonamesti



Competitive dialogue for revitalisation of Charles square

www.iprpraha.cz/karlovonamesti



Rehwaldt LA + BY architects + PD Filip

www.iprpraha.cz/karlovonamesti



www.vybiralka25.cz

Vybíralka 25

pilot project of revitalisation of housing estates



Modernist structures in Prague

www.vybiralka25.cz



www.vybiralka25.cz

Vybíralova - part of Černý most



Local cultural centre as partner

www.vybiralka25.cz

Local cultural centre as partner



www.vybiralka25.cz

Discussion with local inhabitants



Creative placemaking

www.vybiralka25.cz



www.vybiralka25.cz

Vybíralka 25 revitalisation plan



www.vybiralka25.cz

Action plan



www.vybiralka25.cz

Management of public space



„It is easy to spend money on building 
roads, but it is much harder to do it in a 
way that could create a high quality public 
space. 

It is normal that this subject causes 
conflicts, because it combines contradictory 
interest groups.“

Jean-Pierre Charbonneau
Town planner, consultant, Urban and cultural policies’ adviser



Thank you for your time


